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INTRA-LABORATORY CORRESPONDENCE i
OAK RIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY

March 1, 1961

To: J. &. Swartout

I have discussed the observed increasa in particulate air contamination
at the Laboratory with Doyle Davis of Applied Health Physics and have

been assured that the trend was under surveillance. The high particle
count observed in November is attributed to three things:

(1) Four ruptured slugs were pushed from the Graphit
>

e Reactor
with an attendanr increase in stask affluant activw

wod oy
LA

(2) The finishing filters in the Graphite Reactor filter house
were inspected, found to be slightly damaged, and replaced.

(3) A faulty filter was discovered in a filter bank of the
central zas cleaning facility at the 3039 stack.

Any of these circumstances may have comtributed to the chsarved particle

increase; however, gamma spectrometry indicated that the activity on the
gummed paper fall-out trays was primarily I-131.

Recent data, as shown by the following table, indicate that the situa~
tion has been corrected.

Numbar of Particles

Month per 1000 cu ft of air Particles per sq ft
November 3.0 60
Decamber 0.32 10.9
January 0.78 5.2

In Novewber, Health Physics informed the Operations Division of the
unusual particle situation existing.
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